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FACTS 

The Northern Great Plains spans more than 180 million acres and crosses five U.S. 

states and two Canadian provinces. As large as California and Nevada combined, this 

short- and mixed-grass prairie is one of only four remaining intact temperate grasslands 

in the world. 

# # # 

Two hundred years ago bison, pronghorn, black-footed ferrets, and a diverse array of 

grassland birds thrived across the Northern Great Plains. While mapping and exploring 

the region, Lewis and Clark were awestruck, noting the "immence [sic] herds of Buffaloe 

[sic] deer Elk and Antelopes which we saw in every direction feeding on the hills and 

plains." 

The diverse wildlife that roamed these vast grasslands are not lost. They still call this 

place home, but their calls are muted and tracks and nests less abundant. WWF is 

working to restore this living prairie in the heart of North America. At the crux of our 

vision is a mosaic of private, public and tribal lands managed in a manner that benefits 

wildlife and local communities. We work with the ranching community, public agencies, 

tribal nations and other conservation partners to ensure that the richness of the prairie 

ecosystem is sustained and enhanced for future generations to enjoy. 
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https://www.worldwildlife.org/places/northern-great-plains
http://thiswestisourwest.com/index.cfm/in-the-news/world-wildlife-fund-donor-report-2018/
https://youtu.be/XB-VQEStTP0

